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Reading Five

History of Transitional English
(In Standard English)

Part 1. The history of Transitional English is a very short one. It starts
with the idea that on this little planet, we are all inhabitants of the same
global village; we find ourselves within an infinite cosmos in the same
little boat, in which we are destined to live or sink together. That is one
reason why so many millions, indeed over a billion, of us have learned
English.

English is the fastest spreading language in the history of the world.
Like Latin, the language of ancient Rome, it’s been selected by
consensus of the world’s population as the lingua franca of the known
world. It has appeared in several forms around the globe, but all of
them must be mutually understandable in order to serve the people
well.

There is now a movement around the globe to simplify English, even
though people have tried unsuccessfully for hundreds of years to
simplify it. One of the most successful tries was that of C. K. Ogden
before World War Il. He simplified the vocabulary and with this Basic
English he started a revolution in the teaching of languages, whereby
the basic vocabulary became the center around which teaching of all
modern languages circled.

Part 2. But many people have noted that Basic English did not have
simplified grammar, which is much harder to learn than is vocabulary.
In the last thirty years of the twentieth century, several linguists around
the world studied simplified forms of English, and proposed that
English be simplified for easier and quicker acquisition by all who wish
to learn English, so that they can communicate their basic needs across
cultural barriers and ethnic and national limits.

At the University of Kentucky, in 1993, a small group of cosmopolitan
professors started work on simplification of English grammar, thus to
supplement Basic Vocabulary already established by C. K. Ogden.
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Their hard work produced a text of Transitional English, which was
used in an experiment at the Ministry of Defense of the Slovak Republic
in September-October 1996, with the help of a Fulbright Research
Award. We thus discovered some shortcomings of the early version of
the simplified English text. As a result, a team of a few professors
started a new version of the TE text.

Part 3. This new version is now ready for more experimentation and
acceptance. Though the text may be imperfect, it is very workable, so
that we offer it to the world community for verification and
exploitation. Only thus can progress come in the desire to produce
global face-to-face communication.

Everyone can test it freely; criticize it, and improve it. Then, those who
are satisfied, can learn it to talk person-to-person with their new world
friends.

We look forward to your evaluation of the ten lessons. The Evaluation
appears at the end of this text of Transitional English. We hope this
book will help you reach your dream to make your global life better and
happier. Good luck to you.
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